Highland Peak

Herd Management Area
Nevada BLM Ely Field Office

The following is an example of the Bureau of Land
Managements legal treatment of wild horses within their federally
protected herd areas and habitat.

On January 16, 2007, a concerned resident in Lincoln
County Nevada reported that about 200 wild horses were removed
from public lands just west of the Lincoln County Airport located
in Panaca, Nevada. According to their report, approximately two
weeks after the wild horse removals, three tractor trailer loads of : : Stk
sheep were unloaded in this same area and continued to be Captsigg'alrz“/jlie/g‘é Vl‘“\'{‘i:rogslg Fily
unloaded daily until the resident estimated that over a Winning Bid-$125.00 1/22/07

1,000 sheep were now in the area.

The Ely Field Office in Nevada removed 217 wild horses in December in several of their Herd
Management Areas. The Highland Peak HMA, part of the Dry Lake Complex Gather Plan, (1) was one
of the round ups conducted to “"maintain a thriving ecological balance” with other rangeland users.

Upon contacting BLM Ely personnel, it was confirmed that shortly after the wild horses were
removed, legally permitted sheep were then stocked in the area. According to Ely’s Assistant Field
Manager, 6,600 sheep have been authorized in livestock allotments within the Highland Peak HMA. (2)

The Highland Peak HMA also falls within the jurisdiction of the 1999 Lincoln County Elk
Management Plan. Within this plan, 14 HMAs are identified as affecting the Elk Management Areas
with a maximum of AML of 644 wild horses (3) for all HMAs and an elk population target of 1,850. (4)

The Highland Peak HMA encompasses 137,975 acres of public land with an “appropriate
management level” (AML) issued in 2004 of just 33 wild horses. (5) This is an average of 1 horse per
4,178 acres. With a genetically viable number of at least 150 horses needed to ensure a stable
population, this current management strategy poses a serious threat to their continued survival. (6)

In December 2006, the BLM removed a total of 64 horses with an estimated 25 horses
remaining.(7) The estimated cost of these removals is approximately $138 thousand dollars. (8)
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