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KeyForagePlantUtilization Keyforageplantutilizationchecksaredoneafterthegrazingandgrowing
period,unlessmonitoringormanagementplauscallfordifferenttiming.
Theyaretiedtokeymanagementareas.Utilizationstudiesareused:(1)
tosupplementusemapsforfurtherdocumentationoftheneedLoxacismegein
livestockuse,(2)attrendstudysitesfordocumentationofuseinorderto
properlyinterpretthemeaningandcausesofchangeinplantfrequency,
groundcoverorecologicalstatus,and(3)fordemonstrationpurposes. DescriptionofUseClasses:Thesixutilizationclassesthatfolloware
usedwiththekeyforageplantmethodandrefertothepercentusedby
weightofthekeyspecies.

1.NoUse(0%):Therangelaudshowsnoevidenceofusebygrazinganimals. 2.Slight(1—20%):Theraugelandhastheappearanceofverylight
grazing.Thekeyherbaceousforageplantsmaybetoppedorslightly
used.Currentseedataiksandyoungplantsofkeyherbaceousspeciesare
littledisturbed.Theavailableleadersofkeybrowseplantsarelittle
disturbed.

3.4ht(21—40%):Therangelandmaybetopped,skiaed,orgrazedin
patches.Thelowvalueherbaceousplantsareungrazed,and60—80percent
ofthenumberofcurrentseedstalkaofkeyherbaceousplantsremain
intact.Hostyoungplantsofkeyspeciesareundamaged.Thereislittle
ornouseoflowvalueplants.Thereisobviousevidenceofleaderuse.
Theavailableleadersappearcroppedorbrowsedinpatches,and21—40
percentoftheavailableleadergrowthofthekeybrowseplantshasbeen
removed.

4.Hoderate(41—60%):Therangelandappearsentirelycoveredasuniformly
asnaturalfeaturessodfacilitieswillallow.Fifteento25percentof
thenumberofcurrentseedstalkaofkeyherbaceousspeciesremainintact.
Nomorethan10percentofthenumberoflowvalueherbaceousforage
plantsareutilized.Browseplantsappearratheruniformlyutilized,and
41—60percentoftheavailableleadergrowthofkeybrowseplantshas
beenremoved.

5.Heavy(61—80%):Therangelaudhastheappearanceofcompletesearch.
Keyherbaceouaspeciesarealmostcompletelyutilizedwithlessthan10
percentofthecurrentseedstalksremaining.Shootsofrhizomatous
grassesaremissing.Horethan10percentofthenumberoflowvalue
herbaceouaforageplantshasbeenutilized.Thepreferredbrowseplants
arehedged,andsomeplantclumpsmaybeslightlybroken.Nearlyall
availableleadersareused,andfewterminalbudsremainonkeybrowse
plants.Approximately61—80percentoftheavailableleadergrowthof
thekeybrowseplantshasbeenremoved.

6.Severe(81—100%):Therangelandhasamownappearance,andthereare
indicationsofrepeatedcoverage.Thereisnoevidenceofreproduction
ofcurrentseedstalksofkeyherbaceousspecies.Keyherbaceousforage

—

speciesarecompletelyutilized.Theremainingstubbleofpreferred
grassesaregrazedtothesoilsurface.Thereisnoevidenceof
terminalbuds,and81—100percentofavailableleadergrowthonthekey
browseplantsbaabeenremoved.Some,andoftenmuch,ofthesecondand
thirdpreviousyears’growthonthebrowseplantshasbeenutilized.
Hedgingsreadilyapparent,andthebrowseplantsarefrequentlybroken.
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yOragePlantUtilization KeyforagepLaneutilizationchecksaredoneafterthegrazingandgrowing
period,unlessmonitoringormanagementplanscallfordifferenttiming.
Theyaretiedtokeymanagementareas.Utilizationstudiesareused:(1)
tosupplementusemapsforfurtherdocumentationoftheue4forcheegein
livestockuse,(2)attrendstudysitesfordocumentationofuseinorderto
properlyinterpretthemeaningandcausesofchangeinplantfrequency,
groundcoverorecologicalstatus,and(3)fordemonstrationpurposes. DescriptionofUseClasses:Thesixutilizationclassesthatfolloware
usedwiththekeyforageplantmethodandrefertothepercentusedby
weightofthekeyspecies.

1.NoUse(0%):Therangelandshowsnoevidenceofusebygrazinganimals. 2.Slight(1—20%):Therangelandhastheappearanceofverylight
grazing.Thekeyherbaceousforageplantsmaybetoppedorslightly
used.Currentseedstalksandyoungplantsofkeyherbaceousspeciesare
littledisturbed.Theavailableleadersofkeybrowseplantsarelittle
disturbed.

3.Light(21—40%):Therangelandmaybetopped,skied,orgrazedin
patches.Thelowvalueherbeceousplaotaareungrazed,and60—80percent
ofthenumberofcurrentseedstalksofkeyherbaceousplantsremain
intact.Hostyoungplantsofkeyspeciesareundamaged.Thereislittle
ornouseoflowvalueplants.Thereisobviousevidenceofleaderuse.
Theavailableleadersappearcroppedorbrowsedinpatches,and21—40
percentoftheavailableleadergrowthofthekeybrowseplantshasbeen
removed.

4.Moderate(41—60%):Therangelandappearsentirelycoveredasuniformly
asnaturalfeaturesandfacilitieswillallow.Fifteento25percentof
thenumberofcurrentseedstslksofkeyherbaceousspeciesremainintact.
Nomorethan10percentofthenumberoflowvalueherbaceousforage
plantsareutilized.8rowseplantsappearratheruniformlyutilized,and
41—60percentoftheavailableleadergrowthofkeybrowseplantshas
beenremoved.

5.Heavy(61—80%):Therangelandhastheappearanceofcompletesearch.
Keyherbaceouaspeciesarealmostcompletelyutilizedwithlessthan10
percentofthecurrentseedatalkeremaining.Shootsofrhizomatous
grassesaremissing.Morethan10percentofthenumberoflowvalue
herbaceousforageplantshasbeenutilized.Thepreferredbrowseplants
arehedged,andsomeplantclumpsmaybeslightlybroken.Nearlyall
availableleadersareused,andfewterminalbudsremainonkeybrowse
plants.Approximately61—80percentoftheavailableleadergrowthof
thekeybrowseplantshasbeenremoved.

6.Severe(81—100%):Therangelandhasamownappearance,andthereare
indicationsofrepeatedcoverage.Thereisnoevidenceofreproduction
ofcurrentseedatalksofkeyherbaceousspecies.Keyherbaceousforage
speciesarecompletelyutilized,Theremainingstubbleofpreferred
grassesaregrazedtothesoilsurface.Thereisnoevidenceof
terminalbuds,and81—100percentofavailableleadergrowthonthekey
browseplantshasbeenremoved.Some,andoftenmuch,ofthesecondand
thirdpreviousyears’growthonthebrowseplantshasbeenutilized.
Hedgingisreadilyapparent,andthebrowseplantsarefrequentlybroken.
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Keyfieplantutilizationchecksaredoneafterthegrazingandgrowing period,unlessmonitoringormanagementplanecallfordifferenttiming. Theyaretiedtokeymanagementareas.Utilizationstudiesareused:(I) tosupplementusemapsforfurtherdocumentationoftheneedfezcha..je kiv.stockuse,(2)attrendstudysitesfordocumentationofuseinorderto properlyinterpretthemeaningandcausesofchangeinplantfrequency, groundcoverorecologicalstatus,and(3)fordemonstrationpurposes.
DescriptionofUseClasaea:Thesixutilizationclassesthatfolloware usedwiththekeyforageplantmethodandrefertothepercentusedby weightofthekeyspecies.

1.NoUse(0%):Therangelandshowsnoevidenceofusebygrazingenimais.
2.Slight(1—20%):Therangelandhastheappearanceofverylight grazing.Thekeyherbaceousforageplantsmaybetoppedorslightly used.Currentseedstalksandyoungplantsofkeyberbaceousspeciesare littledisturbed.Theavailableleadersofkeybrowseplantsarelittle disturbed.

3.Light(21—40%):Therangelandmaybetopped,skimaed,orgrazedin patches.Thelowvalueherbaceousplantsareungrazed,and60—80percent ofthenumberofCurrentseedstslksofkeyherbaceousplantsremain intact.Mostyoungplantsofkeyspeciesareundamaged.Thereislittle ornouseoflowvalueplants.Thereisobviousevidenceofleaderuse. Theavailableleadersappearcroppedorbrowsedinpatches,and21—40 percentoftheavailableleadergrowthofthekeybrowseplantshasbeen removed.

4.Moderate(41—60%):Therangelandappearsentirelycoveredasuniformly asnaturalfeaturesandfacilitiesviiiallow.Iifteento25percentof thenumberofcurrentseedstalksofkeyherbaceousspeciesremainintact. Homorethan10percentofthenumberoflowvalueherbaceousforage plantsareutilized.8rovseplantsappearratheruniformlyutilized,and 41—60percentoftheavailableleadergrowthofkeybrowseplantshas beenremoved.

5.Heavy(61—80%):Therangelandhastheappearanceofcompletesearch. Keyherbaceousspeciesarealmostcompletelyutilizedwithlessthan10 percentofthecurrentseedstalksremaining.Shootsofrhizomatous grassesaremissing.Morethan10percentofthenumberoflowvalue herbaceousforageplantshasbeenutilized.Thepreferredbrowseplants arehedged,andsomeplantclumpsmaybeslightlybroken.Nearlyall availableleadersareused,andfewterminalbudsremainonkeybrowse ante.nroxiuzately61—80percentoftheavailablelesdeigroof •ekeyD.Oweplantsnagoeenremoved.

6.Severe(81—100%):Therangelandhasamownappearance,sudthereare indicationsofrepeatedcoverage.Thereisnoevidenceofreproduction ofcurrentseedatslksofkeyherbaceousspecies.Keyherbaceousforage speciesarecompletelyutilized.Theremainingstubbleofpreferred grassesaregrazedtothesoilsurface.Thereisnoevidenceof terminalbuds,and81—100percentofavailableleadergrowthonthekey browseplantshssbeenremoved.Some,andoftenmuch,ofthesecondand thirdpreviousyears’growthonthebrowseplantshasbeenutilized. Hedgingisreadilyapparent,andthebrowseplantsarefrequentlybroken.
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