
Callahan Complex Draft Research – Scoping Period

Effected Grazing Allotments

4 Grazing Allotments with 62,284 AUMs authorized for livestock use equaling 29,438 head 
annually.

Carico Lake,   21,905 AUMs
11,706 Sheep   2,504 Cattle     Total Head:  14,210

Grass Valley   17,701 AUMs
2,210 Head of Cattle 

JD    8,200 AUMs
909 Cattle

Austin  14,478 AUMs
11,040 Sheep   1,069 Cattle   Total Head:  12,109 

Acreage:
Callaghan HMA Description Sheet:   156,230 acres
Temperatures range from in excess of 100 degrees in the summer to 20 degrees below in the 
winter.  It can take up to 25 acres to support one horse for a month.

AMLs Established for Bald Mt. through the Carico Lake RHE in 2005.

AML for Callahan-FY04-239   FY06-237
Populations reported by NPO    
FY04-271
FY05-454
FY06-569
FY07-669

FY04:  271 + 54= 325   Difference:  129    60% Reproduction rate
Based on original reported population in FY04, current population should only be 542, not 802. 
FY05:  325 + 63= 383    FY06: 383 + 77= 460  FY07:  460 + 92= 452  FY08= 452 + 90= 542  
FY07:  669 + 138.8=802

NPO reports gather occurred on 8/02.  EA reports 198 would be returned, 119 were mares treated 
with fertility control.  Only effective for one year.



FY04:  152k HMA acres
In some areas, it can take up to 25 acres to support a wild horse for a month.

Grazing Allotments:  Austin, Grass Valley, 11 % of Simpson Park, 
BMFO began to issue a TNR for Tom and Volina Connolly but permittees withdrew application 
on January 16, 2008.  The EA # NV-062-EA08-023, Proposed Action, pg. 15, indicates forage is 
temporarily available.

Grass Valley FMUD issued in 2002.

Hunt Unit 154-155

PMUD

PMUD- Pg. 53
a. Establish an Appropriate Management Level range for wild horses within the Simpson
Park Allotment portion of the Callaghan Herd Management Area of 14 to 39 wild horses
(166-468 AUMs). The establishment of AML for the Simpson Park Allotment as proposed
would set the Callaghan HMA AML as a range of 147 to 237 wild horses (1764-2844
AUMs).

Pg. 54
Wild Horses increase at an annual rate of 17.5%

FONSI June 2002 –Selected Alternative II – more release, more fertility control, less removals. 
Mares where 60% of the population released.  ALL mares were treated with fertility control. 
Summer application – 1 year effectiveness.  Issued under FF & Effect.



1 Callaghan  Herd  Management  Area  Wild  Horse  Gather  Plan  and  Environmental  
Assessment # NV062-02-41, May, 2002, 

From 2002 EA:
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NOTE:   Based on all these factors cited above, BLM assessed post-foaling population would 
increase populations by 311 foals.   Citing a solid historical reproduction rate of 17.5%, 
reproduction should have only been 151.9 foals with a total population of 1,020.  This population 
projection shows an increase of 35.8% foals and grand total populations of 159 more wild horses 
than their well supported reproduction rates.
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Up to 90% of the mares treated with PZP would not foal in 2005.
NOTE:  Discussions and figures for population modeling of the alternatives consistently cited 
reproduction occurring at much higher rates than BMFO stated was a well-documented rate of 
17.5%.  Population modeling resulted in a recruitment range up to 32% if BLMs “Proposed 
Action” (gathering to low AML with fertility control) was not implemented, nearly twice as high 
as prior research documented.

Bald Mountain-FY04-362   FY05-215



FY04-424
FY05-270
FY06-302
FY07-338

NPO records report no gather occurring since July 1981 as of FY05 nor had AML been reached.
AML was adjusted downward between FY05-FY06, no gather reported but population declined 
154 wild horses.  As of FY07, NPO still fails to report any gather occurring despite population 
decline between FY04-05.

FY04:  139k HMA acres

Grazing Allotments:  Carico Lake
Carico Lake Allotment issued a grazing closure notice in 12/07 to be effective 3/08.  No 
suspension of AUMs was authorized.

From first initial scoping document on Bald Mt.
Scoping document dated 4/11/06 states latest census (March 2005) indicates 338 wild horses.

So. Shoshone/Bald Mt. Gather Plan estimates 379 in Bald Mt.  States a 12% reproduction increase 
was applied to both the HMA populations.

From So. Shoshone/Bald Mt Gather Plan

The Appropriate Management Levels (AMLs) for both HMAs were established through the Final 
Multiple Use Decision (FMUD) issued by the BMFO September 30, 2005 following completion 
of the Carico Lake Allotment Evaluation and Rangeland Health Assessment and EA #NV062-
EA05-61. The AML for the Austin Allotment portion of the HMA was established at zero wild 
horses in a 1995 FMUD. 

Rocky Hills-AML FY04-123  AML-FY05-143



FY04-114
FY05-93
FY06-109
FY07-128

NPO records indicate no gather has occurred since November 1999.  2001 was cited as when 
AML was reached.  Yet populations were reported as declining between FY04 and FY05.   As of 
FY07, no gather has been reported as occurring since 1999.

FY04:    81k HMA acres
FY06:    81k HMA acres

Grazing Allotments:  JD and Grass Valley

Rocky Hills & Simpson Park

There is no Simpson Park HMA.  They removed wild horses existing outside HMA boundaries 
that had just wandered into the Simpson Park Mountains.

Location/Habitat
The Rocky Hills Herd Management Area (HMA) is, located 54 miles southwest of Elko, Nevada,
in Eureka County. The area consists of 83,998 acres, and is 15 miles wide and 13 miles long. It
encompasses the Rocky Hills and Simpson Park Mountains.

From the 1999 Gather EA of Rocky Hills
EA# NV062-EA00-03
Burned Area Wild Horse Removal  Rocky Hills, New Pass/Ravenswood and Simpson Park 
Mountains  
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Sex: Mare Age: 8 Years   Height (in hands): 14.2 
Necktag #: 5385   Date Captured: 12/02/05 
Color: Gray   Captured: Outside an HMA-NV

Sex: Mare Age: 5 Years   Height (in hands): 
Necktag #: 5331   Date Captured: 11/30/05 
Color: Brown   Captured: Outside an HMA

Sex: Mare Age: 2 Years   Height (in hands): 
Necktag #: 5031   Date Captured: 11/28/05
Color: Buckskin   Captured: Outside an HMA 
Notes: 
#5031- 2 yr old Buckskin Mare-Captured Nov 28, 2005 outside Simpson Park Range in Eureka 
County, NV. 
Number of Bids: 1
Winning bid: $125.00
High Bidder: AR3184
5-29-07

Sex: Gelding Age: 3 Years   Height (in hands): 13.2
Necktag #: 5319   Date Captured: 12/05/05
Color: Chestnut   Captured: Outside an HMA 
Notes: 
#5319 - 3 yr old chestnut gelding captured Dec 5, 2005 in the Simpson Park Mtns. near Eureka, 
NV. He is approachable. 

Sex: Mare Age: 3 Years   Height (in hands): 13.2
Necktag #: 5451   Date Captured: 12/05/05
Color: Buckskin   Captured: Outside an HMA 
Notes: 
#5451 - 3 yr old buckskin mare, captured Dec 5, 2005 outside of Simpson Park Mtns. near Eureka, 
NV. She is approachable. 

“We interpret the term AML within the context of the statute to mean to mean that ‘optimum’ 
number  of  wild  horses  which  results  in  a  thriving  natural  ecological  balance  and  avoids  a 
deterioration of the range” (109 IBLA 119 API 1989). The upper range of the AMLs established 
for the HMA within the Complex represent the maximum population for which thriving natural 
ecological balance would be maintained. The lower range represents the number of animals to 
remain in the Complex following a wild horse gather in order to allow for an anticipated four-year 
gather cycle, and prevent the population from exceeding the established AML between gathers. 
“Proper range management dictates removal of horses before the herd size causes damage to the 



range land.  Thus, the optimum number of horses is somewhere below the number that  would 
cause resource damage” (118 IBLA 75). 

In Simpson Park Complex RHE, the Hickson HMA was discussed.  The NV Grazing Allotment 
Map shows no Hickson HMA.

Pg. 16
The populations of wild horses north of Highway 50 fluctuate throughout the year based on
seasonal distribution throughout Simpson Park Allotment. The March, 2005 census revealed a
total of 45 wild horses at that time. The average number of horses utilizing the portion of the
Hickison HMA north of Highway 50 is expected to be influenced by a combination of
precipitation levels (horse distribution is influenced by an increased influx of snow at higher
elevations), forage and water availability. In the portion of the HMA south of Highway 50, there
exists a single horse.

Pg. 20
Food habit studies for the shrub-steppe biome show that percent composition of diets averaged
63% for shrubs, 29% for forbs, and 7% for grasses.



FONSI was signed 11/7/05
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