
IronWood Draft Research
Due 5-30-07

Page 15   S-10

Under Alternative B, designating 125,100 acres of VRM Class I and II, closing 30,040 acres to vehicle 
travel, and managing 36,990 acres for wilderness characteristics could limit surface-disturbing activities 
in these areas, subsequently protecting vegetation and reducing the potential for degradation of special 
status
species habitat compared to Alternative A. In addition, allocating 29,820 acres as the Desert Bighorn
Sheep WHA and 2,240 acres as the Waterman Mountains VHA would limit surface-disturbing activities 
in these areas, resulting in protection of special status species habitat in those areas. Under Alternative C,
designating 124,900 acres of VRM Class II, closing 10,880 acres to vehicle travel, and managing 9,510
acres for wilderness characteristics could protect special status species habitat similar to Alternative B,
though across less area of the IFNM. Alternative C would include protection of wildlife habitat in the
Desert Bighorn Sheep Wildlife WHA and Waterman Mountains VHA similar to Alternative B. Under
Alternative D, designating 122,580 acres of VRM Class II would provide protection of special status
species habitat, similar to Alternatives B and C, though across less area of the IFNM. Under Alternatives
A, C, and D, utility corridors (8,240, 980, and 2,660 acres, respectively) would provide opportunities for
land use authorizations that could result in surface-disturbing activities, resulting in direct conflicts with
special status species or the loss or fragmentation of their habitat.
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The desert bighorn sheep prefer the rocky, mountainous habitats in the IFNM, primarily the Silver Bell
Mountains. Sheep typically use the highest ridges of the mountains as a lookout. Desert bighorn sheep
diet consists of shrubs, forbs, cacti and grasses. Globemallow, desert agaves, range ratany, buck
wheatbrush, foothill palo verde, prickly pear, desert ironwood, and elephant tree also are consumed by
desert bighorn sheep (Tarango et. al. 2002).
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In addition to watchable wildlife recreation, additional economic impact is generated by fishing and
hunting has been evaluated in another 2003 study prepared for AGFD. This study found that fishing and
hunting created a statewide impact of $1.34 billion, including secondary impacts.
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The National Survey of Hunting, Fishing, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation reported that in 2001,
wildlife recreationists spent $108 billion on trips, equipment, and other items. In Arizona, 1.7 million
resident and nonresident 16-year-old-and-older participants spent in excess of $1.6 billion for fishing,
hunting, or watchable wildlife forms of recreation. Of that total, trip-related expenditures were
$512.0 million and equipment purchases totaled $1.0 billion. The remaining $67.0 million was spent on
licenses, contributions, land ownership and leasing, and other items and services (USFWS 2001).
A study conducted for AGFD found the total economic effect (including secondary effects) from 2001
watchable wildlife activities in Arizona to be $1.5 billion ($1.1 billion by residents and $434.7 million by
nonresidents) (Southwick Associates 2003). (Watchable wildlife recreation is defined in the study as
observing, photographing, and/or feeding fish and/or other wildlife.) Arizona resident expenditures for
watchable wildlife recreation in 2001 totaled $594.5 million and nonresident expenditures totaled $226.2
million. In addition to this statewide data, this study provided county-based estimates of the economic
impact of watchable wildlife recreation in 2001. Table 3-18 includes the county-level data applicable to
the planning area.



Page 198
3-55

Statistics available from 2002 indicate that agricultural products generate more than $2.3 billion in
Arizona. Pinal County provided approximately 17.7 percent of this total, and Pima County just
2.9 percent of State sales (U.S. Department of Agriculture [USDA] 2004c). In 2002, the market value of
cattle and calves accounted for over $403 million of this revenue statewide, or about 16.9 percent. Pinal
County accounted for almost 50 percent of the total State market value of cattle and calves, or about
$142.7 million. Figures for the market value of cattle and calves in Pima County were not available for
2002, but in 1997 Pima County accounted for only two percent of the State total, or just over $7 million
(USDA 2004b).
Grazing on the IFNM is authorized at the levels


